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Claire Gungah, Partnership Principal 

 

 

Dear all, 

I can't quite believe we are approaching the final half term of this academic year - it has 

certainly flown by.   

This half term has brought with it some challenges, as you know, with the public consultation on 

the potential closure of our residential department.  This consultation closes at 4 p.m. today.  

Thank you to those of you who have taken the time to provide your responses.  These will be 

carefully considered, and updated communication will be shared with you all soon after the half 

term break.  Thank you also to all those of you who have reached out to show your support for 

those directly affected.  It has been very much appreciated.   

I hope you enjoy reading about some of the student achievements from this half term.  More to 

come as we approach the end of the year. 

I'm pleased to see the arrival of the summer weather at long last, and hope that you can all 

enjoy the half term week while staying sun safe and cool. 

Claire  



THPT Local Boards Recruitment Information 

 

Local Board Members  

We continue to struggle to recruit Local Board Members to support our school community 

alongside our other local THPT School, Cuddington Community Primary School.  If you think you 

might be interested in this role, which would entail one termly meeting and one termly school 

visit to explore student voice, parent voice and staff voice, please do let us know.  We would be 

happy to talk through what this might look like. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a Local Board Member, the following Recruitment Information 

pack: Local_Board_Members_pack_101025.pdf and Recruitment Flyer: 

Local_board_recruitment_flyer_LindenBridge_Oct25.pdf  provide information on the role, 

together with an application form: https://forms.office.com/e/LFzPE8eqEd if you would like to 

submit an application. 

Marathon runs for our Minibus - UPDATES 

 

https://www.lindenbridge.org/docs/Local_Board_Members_pack_101025.pdf
https://www.lindenbridge.org/docs/Local_board_recruitment_flyer_LindenBridge_Oct25.pdf
https://forms.office.com/e/LFzPE8eqEd


 

A family member of one of our students took on the challenge of completing the 26.2 miles of 

the London Marathon to raise funds for Linden Bridge. Their goal was to help purchase a new 

school minibus. 

What began as a fundraising initiative grew into something even more meaningful, helping to 

raise awareness of autism and the vital role specialist provisions like Linden Bridge play in 

supporting children and families.  

Thanks to the incredible support of donors and their determination in completing the marathon, 

the Salt Family raised an amazing total of £5,901.17 towards the minibus fund. 

By sharing their story behind the marathon it encouraged a greater understanding of autism 

and highlighted how essential resources—like a school minibus—enable pupils to fully access 

learning and life opportunities.  

This effort showed how a single challenge can make a lasting impact—both in providing 

practical support for the school and in raising awareness across the wider community.  

We are extremely grateful to the Salt Family for the dedication and support shown in taking on 

this challenge, and extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to this 

achievement. 

 



Hampton Court Half Marathon - 11th October 2026 - ACHIEVED! 

Another wonderful achievement by the Freeman Family, who successfully completed a half 

marathon in support of our minibus fundraising appeal. Their commitment and hard work have 

made a meaningful contribution towards bringing us closer to our goal. Their determination, 

perseverance and community spirit have been truly inspiring, and we are incredibly grateful for 

the time and effort they dedicated to this challenge. 

Linden Bridge would like to thank everyone who donated and supported this incredible 

achievement. Every contribution, big or small, is helping us move closer to providing a new 

minibus that will greatly benefit our pupils and enhance their opportunities. Your generosity 

shines as a powerful reminder of what we can achieve when our community comes together, 

and we are so thankful for the continued encouragement and support. 

Half Marathon To Raise Money For a School Bus | Localgiving 

Local Giving - minibus donations 

 

We’ve set up a Localgiving page, and any contribution — whether from you or from friends, 

family, or work colleagues — will help us get closer to the minibus our students truly deserve. 

Every donation opens up more opportunities for our young people to explore, experience, and 

grow. Please do share the link. We’re committed to giving our children the moments and 

experiences that help them learn and shine.  

Thank you so much for any donation; every contribution makes a meaningful difference.  The 

links remain active for the foreseeable future. 

Help us buy a much needed Minibus | Localgiving 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flocalgiving.org%2Ffundraising%2FHalf-Marathon-To-Raise-Money-For-a-School-Bus&data=05|02|Amanda.Streek%40lindenbridge.thpt.org.uk|d0b8043419904036282c08de88e8542f|b065954151f045b18ffa3253520f2a8e|0|0|639098728377242662|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=NK0d71beMci0U6YcmNfotOBJHds%2FM5uLO91uJHUXqaw%3D&reserved=0
https://localgiving.org/fundraising/Help-up-buy-a-much-needed-Minibus


High Ashurst  

 

We are delighted to share highlights from our recent three-day residential trip to High Ashurst 

Activity Centre. It was a fantastic experience, and students demonstrated excellent teamwork 

and personal growth throughout. 

Activities and Achievements 

Students embraced a range of exciting challenges including high ropes, crate tower stacking and 

the assault course. They showed great bravery, resilience and teamwork, supporting and 

encouraging one another every step of the way. A quieter highlight was making popcorn around 

the fire, where everyone had time to relax and reflect. 

Independence and Teamwork 

Students impressed us with their independence and maturity, taking responsibility for 

themselves and supporting their peers. Their positive attitude and inclusive approach created a 

supportive atmosphere, and they represented the school exceptionally well. 

A Lasting Impact 

The trip provided valuable opportunities to build confidence, develop independence and create 

lasting memories. We are incredibly proud of all the students and everything they achieved. 



 

 



 

 



Phase 4 News 

Exam season is well under way and our students continue to impress us with their resilience 

and positive attitudes.  

Our leavers have also been busy completing their ASDAN qualification portfolios in readiness for 

external moderation. 

Work placements continue to be successful and enjoyed by all. Feedback from employers has 

demonstrated the value our students bring to the work team with one commenting “…has been 

a delight and we love having her with us.” 

 

Parent Information 

 

Toy Donations Wanted! 

Doing a spring clean and discovering toys your children no longer play with? 

We’d love to give those forgotten treasures a brand‑new adventure at Linden Bridge! 

     Please make sure any donated toys are clean, undamaged, and ready for their next chapter. 

     Check out the list below to see what kinds of goodies we can put to great use. 

Thank you for helping our children’s imaginations shine!  



 

 

Swim Safe 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

With very warm weather forecast for next week, we would like to remind families about the 

importance of staying safe around water. 



Surrey Police have asked schools to highlight the dangers of swimming in open or unfamiliar 

waters such as rivers, lakes, reservoirs and quarries. Although these places may look safe and 

appealing during hot weather, they can be extremely dangerous. Hidden currents, sudden drops, 

cold water shock, poor water quality and submerged obstacles can all pose serious risks. 

Please could we ask for your help in supporting your child to: 

• Avoid entering unfamiliar or unsupervised water 

 • Only swim in designated, supervised areas 

 • Stay with friends and never take unnecessary risks 

 • Recognise how quickly situations in water can become dangerous 

We want all our children to enjoy the sunshine safely and responsibly over the coming weeks. 

 

Attendance Policy 

 



Regular school attendance is important because it helps children make steady progress in their 

learning and build essential skills for life. Being in school every day allows pupils to take part in 

lessons, ask questions, and practice new skills, which is difficult to fully catch up on when time is 

missed. Good attendance also supports children’s social development, helping them build 

friendships, confidence, and a sense of belonging. When children attend school consistently, 

they are more likely to achieve their potential and develop positive routines that support future 

success. 

 

THPT_Attendance_Policy_June_24-June_26.pdf 

 

At Linden Bridge, we understand that excellent attendance is a key factor in underpinning 

positive pupil wellbeing and maintaining progress. 

We encourage our pupils to have excellent attendance. However, we do recognise that for some 

of our pupils this is not possible, owing to circumstances beyond their control. We work 

collaboratively with parents to ensure that early interventions are in place to support pupils to 

have good and improved attendance. 

https://www.lindenbridge.org/docs/policies/THPT_Attendance_Policy_June_24-June_26.pdf


We appreciate the support that we have from parents in ensuring that non urgent medical 

appointments are booked outside the school day and holidays take place during the school 

holidays. Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2024, 

state that Principals may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are 

exceptional circumstances. 

In a recent meeting with the Local Authority, our attendance data was above the National 

average and the Surrey average, and we want to thank you for your support in promoting good 

attendance and punctuality. 

Emma Spillane  - Lead DSL 

Half termly focus area from our Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP)  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This half term, we are focusing on one of the key areas from our Ordinarily Available Provision 

(OAP). We hope this spotlight helps you better understand how we support pupils and how you 

can reinforce this at home. 

Best wishes, 

Claire White - SENDCo 



 

PE Summer Term 1 News  

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

2025-2026 dates 

 



Please click here for information on school term dates; Linden Bridge School - School Term Dates 

and Inset Days Calendar 2025 - 2026 

Who's Who? 

 

 

https://www.lindenbridge.org/School-Term-Dates-and-Inset-Days-Calendar-2025-202/
https://www.lindenbridge.org/School-Term-Dates-and-Inset-Days-Calendar-2025-202/


Each half term, we will include photos and information about the key staff in school who 

support your children.  This half term we are introducing Seahorse Class, some of whom you will 

already know 

 

1 - Katherine Harris - Class Teacher 

 

2 - Laura Griffin - TA 



 

3 - Denise McGowan - TA 

 

4 - Sidney Buckley - SNA 



 

5 - Matthew Down - SNA 

Caroline Heaven, Home School Link Worker 

 



 

 

The role of the Home School Link Worker at Linden Bridge is to help provide a link between the 

School and home, and to offer support and guidance to you whilst your child is at our School. 

The next coffee mornings are: 

Thursday 25 June 09.45am - 11.15am 

Please contact on: caroline.heaven@lindenbridge.thpt.org.uk 

Makaton 

 

mailto:caroline.heaven@lindenbridge.thpt.org.uk


Don't forget there are a host of Makaton signs on our school website for you to use in your daily 

life. 

Linden Bridge School - Makaton for Parents 

 

School Meals 

 

https://www.lindenbridge.org/Parents/Makaton-for-Parents/


 

Don't forget that our weekly menus are always available on our website Linden Bridge School - 

School Meals 

Newsletter 

Our newsletters can be found on the school website for you to read at your leisure! 

 

https://www.lindenbridge.org/Parents/School-Meals/
https://www.lindenbridge.org/Parents/School-Meals/


Friends of Linden Bridge 

 

For those who don’t know, Friends of Linden Bridge (FOLB) is a body of parent volunteers who 

plan and host fundraising events and social get-togethers for parents, pupils, staff, families and 

friends of Linden Bridge School.  

 

We finished the end of last term with our sponsored bounce event, Easter mufti day and finally 

our Easter bonnet competition. I can now share the amazing amount raised from these 

fundraisers: 

Valentines Mufti Day - £91 



Easter Mufti Day/Easter Bonnet competition - £65 

Sponsored bounce - £3,027  

Total - £3,183 

In addition to the above, the following fundraisers have raised an incredible amount towards 

our minibus fund: 

• £5,901.17 from one our parents Samantha Salt and her family’s marathon fundraiser 

• £4,100 from our local giving fundraising page, which includes £880 from parent Lauren 

Freeman’s half marathon fundraiser 

• £290 from FOLB/Cecily’s paint and sip night 

• Total - £10,001.17 

This gives us a combined total of an incredible £13,184.17! Thank you all so much for your 

support and contributions as always to make this happen. As you know we need to raise at 

least £18,000 for a new minibus. We are waiting to hear back from a grant application for the 

remaining funds. We will of course share any updates with you as soon as we can. 

Communication about the Summer Fair was sent out by email this week. We are so excited to 

be hosting our School Summer Fair again on Thursday 25th June (Friday is an inset day) at 

Wandgas, the sports field across the road from the Linden Bridge. Please make sure you read 

the letter and return any required forms as soon as possible. We look forward to seeing you all 

there, family and friends welcome too! If anyone is available to help set up or tidy up at the end, 

please do get in touch as we run these events solely on volunteers. Thank you. 

We wish you and your families a lovely half term break in the sunshine!! 

Love from your Friends of Linden Bridge team x 



School Contact Details 

 

Linden Bridge School, Grafton Road, Worcester Park, KT4 7JW 

info@lindenbridge.thpt.org.uk 

020 8330 3009 

 

Don't forget to check out the Parents & Carers of Linden Bridge Facebook page for regular 

updates! 

mailto:info@lindenbridge.thpt.org.uk
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